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August 2, 1964: 

blessing of the memorial monument 
 

Summary of the event in the parish Liber Chronicus 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

August 1964. On day 2 a monument was inaugurated in memory of sixty-eight victims of 

the plane crash occurred in our territory on June 26, 1959. It stands on the site where the 

plane fell. The project was carried out by Eng. Luigi Rabolini and Archt. Nicola Fraenza, 

both native of Olgiate Olona. It is a huge block of concrete raised in the air symbolizing a 

big wing of an aircraft. The ceremony of inauguration was celebrated by parson don Aldo 

Zecchin in the presence of Varese Aero Club Vice President Luigi Bandera, our Mayor 

Carlo Ferrari, the Town Council. Many relatives of the victims came from all over Italy; a 

silent and deeply touched crowd attended the ceremony while the parson was 

commemorating the victims. Then Archt. Merelli’s speech followed, he remembered all 

the people that desired the erection of the memorial and the ceremony of inauguration. 

During the ceremony a big airplane flew over the Valle Olona by throwing flowers at the 

crash site. The Holy Mass in memory of the victims was celebrated. The following 

epigraph is reported on the monument [a verse of Ugo Foscolo poem Dei sepolcri]: Sugli 

estinti non sorge fiore ove non sia d’umane lodi onorato e d’amoroso pianto (meaning: memory of 

dead needs to be honored with human praise and tears of love). 

 

(taken from: Liber Chronicus Prepositurale Santi Stefano e Lorenzo martiri Olgiate Olona, vol. 

III, page 190). 

 

 

 
 
Photograph of the original document follows on page 2. 
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