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June 26, 1959: plane crash 
 

Summary of Olgiate Olona parson Don Aldo 

Zecchin in parish Liber Chronicus 

 

 

 
 

 

June 26 Plane crash In the late afternoon of today (Friday) our village has been the 

backdrop of a great tragedy. An airplane of the American Company TWA departed from 

Malpensa from a few minutes crashed into our territory and precisely in “Via per 

Marnate” street very close to a house owned by Codecà family heirs. All occupants of the 

fuselage and the pilots perished; a terrible number: sixty-eight. Our parson moved and 

saddened, pushed by Christian charity, went immediately on site of the disaster while the 

storm was raging. And he attended the work of recomposition of the poor remains for 

long hours, expressing regret and painful mourned for the dead and imploring the 

Christian suffrage. In the evening our Archbishop Monsignor Montini arrived on site and 

stopped for praying and for blessing the corpses. God’s Providence chose to save the 

community of Olgiate Olona. What the already sad balance could have been if the crash of 

the airplane had occurred in another position? The sole thought of the escaped danger 

terrifies exceedingly the spirit and invites us to raise a triple prayer to the Lord. May He 

have mercy on the poor victims and give them peace in eternity. May the faith give 

resignation to the relatives, and finally a deep thanksgiving of heartfelt gratitude of the 

community of Olgiate Olona for this particular divine protection. 

 

 (taken from: Liber Chronicus Prepositurale Santi Stefano e Lorenzo martiri Olgiate Olona, vol. 

III, pages 74-75). 
 
 
 
Photograph of the original document follows on page 2. 
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